1833.]                            GENERAL POPULARITY.                               507

a member of the Senate; and am inclined, under any view of the future,
to decline engagements hereafter in that court, unless under special cir-
cumstances. These are the reasons that have led me to Tiope for a fit occa-
sion of leaving the Senate; when I can quit with the approbation of
Mends, I shall eagerly embrace the opportunity. In the mean time, I
shall say nothing about it.

" I ought this spring to go to the West, as far at least as Kentucky arid
Indiana. I am fully persuaded it would be a highly useful thing. . My
friends urge it upon me incessantly, and I hold back from promising com-
pliance with their wishes only from an unwillingness to lose six weeks more,
after the session closes. On this point, however, as nothing is decided, I
say nothing at present. There will be no cause in court, I think, to detain
me after the 3d of March.

" We have nothing new here. A base attempt has been made to ascribe
the madness of Lawrence1 to the speeches, etc., of the Senate. An inquisi-
tion, if it may be so called, has been had upon Lawrence by two physi-
cians, who have signed a report, and returned it to the marshal. It proves
a clear case of insanity. The report will not be published so long as its
publication can be withheld.

" We shall pass through the Senate a pretty good bill for reorganizing
the post-office.

" I saw lately a strange letter from Washington in. the Boston Gazette,
about an express from the New Tork Whigs, and a coldness betweea Mr.
W. and Mr. Clay. Both stories are equally and entirely groundless. There
has been no express here from New Tork. On the contrary, all the Whig
papers of the city (except Noah's) will soon be out (or we are misinformed)
in the direction you would desire.

" Tours truly,

" D. WEBSTEB.

"Mr. Mason."

The nomination contemplated by the Whigs of Massachu-
setts was made in February. Mr. "Webster had a strong body
of friends in Pennsylvania, who desired him to come among
them immediately after the adjournment of Congress. He
was in Hanisburg on the 19th of March, where the Legis-
lature was in session, and received from a committee of the
members an invitation to a public dinner, which was tendered
as a mark of respect for his public services and his character as
an American statesman. This honor he felt obliged to decline.
In August, being at Bangor, Maine, on a professional engage-
ment, he accepted an invitation to a public entertainrnentj and
afterward addressed an immense concourse of people who had

1 A person who attempted to assassinate the President.